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that	  the	  weed,	  on	  some	  very	  large	  areas	  
is	  all	  that	  is	  standing	  between	  the	  ground	  
becoming	  completely	  grazed	  bare,	  this	  
policy	  is	  not	  just	  wasteful	  of	  limited	  
labour	  resources	  but	  counter-‐productive	  
and	  potentially	  destructive.	  It	  also,	  in	  
effect	  illustrates	  a	  “mind	  set”	  that	  is	  not	  
only	  condoning,	  but	  also	  practising	  the	  
old	  farming	  methods	  of	  the	  past	  that	  
have	  led	  to	  so	  much	  agricultural	  land	  in	  
Australia	  being	  rendered	  useless	  by	  rising	  
salt.	  	  

American	  scientist	  and	  current	  Professor	  
of	  Geography	  at	  the	  University	  of	  
California,	  Jared	  Diamond	  says:	  

“As	  for	  the	  extent	  of	  salinization,	  it	  
already	  affects	  about	  9%	  of	  all	  cleared	  
land	  in	  Australia,	  and	  that	  percentage	  is	  
projected	  under	  present	  trends	  to	  rise	  to	  
about	  25%.… Once	  salinization	  has	  been	  
initiated,	  it	  is	  often	  either	  poorly	  
reversible	  (especially	  in	  the	  case	  of	  
dryland	  salinization),	  or	  prohibitively	  
expensive	  to	  solve,	  or	  solutions	  take	  a	  
prohibitively	  long	  time.”	  [Diamond]	  

Now	  take	  a	  look	  at	  the	  wombat	  
photographed	  on	  20th	  May	  2012	  in	  Figure	  
28.	  At	  first	  glance	  it	  doesn’t	  look	  to	  be	  in	  
bad	  condition.	  Figure	  29	  is	  a	  closer	  image	  
of	  the	  same	  wombat	  and	  careful	  
inspection	  reveals	  that	  the	  animal	  is	  
some	  what	  emaciated	  (note	  the	  obvious	  
ribs	  and	  protruding	  hips).	  It	  illustrates	  the	  
potential	  for	  the	  real	  state	  of	  their	  health	  
to	  be	  easily	  overlooked	  with	  just	  
subjective	  observation.	  These	  photos	  
were	  taken	  with	  a	  cheap	  little	  $90	  
camera	  with	  limited	  zoom,	  yet	  I	  could	  
approach	  this	  animal	  quite	  close,	  as	  it	  
was	  almost	  blind.	  	  

The	  wombat	  in	  Figure	  30	  was	  humanely	  
euthanized	  in	  July	  2012	  due	  to	  its	  
pathetic,	  nearly	  dead	  state.	  It	  did	  not	  
have	  the	  energy	  to	  move	  away	  from	  me.	  
Note	  here	  there	  is	  no	  hair	  loss;	  but	  the	  

backbone	  and	  hips	  are	  protruding	  –	  it	  is	  
emaciated.	  The	  animal’s	  stomach	  
contents	  were	  subsequently	  examined	  as	  
shown	  in	  Figure	  31.	  It	  was	  starving,	  with	  a	  
stomach	  full	  of	  toxic	  Thread	  Iris	  tops.	  The	  
wombat	  shown	  in	  Figure	  32	  was	  
euthanized	  in	  September	  2012.	  It	  was	  
taken	  to	  the	  Roseworthy	  Campus	  of	  the	  
University	  of	  Adelaide,	  for	  autopsy	  by	  
their	  Veterinary	  Officer	  –	  it	  too	  was	  
starving	  to	  death	  on	  Thread	  Iris	  tops.	  I	  
have	  written	  about	  these	  wombats	  in	  
other	  articles	  along	  with	  these	  pictures.	  
When	  I	  said	  in	  February	  2015	  “you	  won’t	  
find	  animals	  like	  this	  now.	  They	  are	  all	  
dead	  and	  the	  survivors	  are	  currently	  
managing	  without	  distress”,	  the	  wombat	  
in	  Figure	  32	  being	  the	  last	  to	  be	  
euthanized	  in	  2012.	  However	  I	  did	  predict	  
that	  the	  time	  would	  come	  when	  they	  
would	  start	  to	  die	  off	  rapidly	  again.	  Three	  
years	  later,	  that	  time	  has	  now	  
unfortunately	  come.	  	  

Since	  then	  many	  more	  have	  been	  seen	  
like	  this	  (and	  photographed	  by	  members)	  
and	  numerous	  warrens	  have	  the	  stench	  
of	  rotting	  carcasses	  emanating	  from	  the	  
burrows	  –	  one	  cannot	  photograph	  this	  
nor	  count	  the	  blowflies.	  Recently	  in	  July	  
2015,	  during	  a	  regular	  animal	  and	  
vegetation	  survey	  on	  the	  Twelve	  Mile	  
Plain,	  I	  counted	  six	  such	  warrens	  along	  a	  
2.5km	  loop	  within	  a	  one	  square	  kilometre	  
area	  just	  north	  of	  the	  Moorunde	  
campsite.	  This	  is	  not	  a	  natural	  mortality	  
rate.	  My	  point	  is,	  that	  if	  farmers	  kept	  
their	  animals	  over	  prolonged	  periods	  of	  
time	  in	  this	  sort	  of	  condition,	  they	  would	  
be	  open	  to	  prosecution	  by	  the	  RSPCA.	  
Why	  are	  conservationists	  exempt	  from	  
such	  responsibilities	  with	  their	  animals	  in	  
their	  care	  on	  their	  land?	  Especially,	  when	  
the	  cause	  is	  known	  and	  is	  preventable.	  

Now,	  however	  it	  is	  not	  just	  the	  welfare	  of	  
Moorunde’s	  wombats	  at	  stake,	  but	  also	  
the	  ultimate	  fate	  of	  the	  Reserve.	  The	  

remaining	  Figures	  33-‐40	  show	  some	  
examples	  of	  the	  beginnings	  of	  saltpans	  
caused	  by	  salinity	  rise.	  It’s	  been	  
suggested	  that	  I	  should	  monitor	  and	  
document	  these	  areas	  with	  “scientific	  
methods”	  and	  record	  the	  data	  in	  a	  
“scientific	  manner”	  so	  that	  what	  I	  claim	  
will	  be	  taken	  seriously	  and	  then	  “acted	  
upon”.	  I	  have	  already	  commenced	  and	  
will	  continue	  to	  undertake	  this	  
monitoring	  and	  recording.	  But	  the	  
problem	  is	  once	  you	  see	  land	  like	  it	  looks	  
in	  Figures	  33-‐40	  the	  red	  warning	  light	  is	  
already	  on!	  

The	  land	  needs	  to	  be	  actively	  managed.	  It	  
is	  blatantly	  obvious	  that	  we	  cannot	  sit	  by	  
as	  passive	  observers	  doing	  nothing	  more	  
than	  crossing	  our	  fingers	  and	  hoping	  for	  
the	  best.	  

Sadly	  the	  managers	  of	  Moorunde	  and	  the	  
Twelve	  Mile	  Plain	  Wild	  Life	  Reserve	  have	  
for	  years	  now	  refused	  to	  see	  the	  warning	  
signs	  and	  listen	  to	  advice	  gained	  from	  
years	  of	  study,	  research	  and	  experience.	  
It’s	  not	  a	  question	  of	  when,	  as	  time	  has	  
already	  run	  out,	  but	  if,	  they	  will	  honour	  
their	  responsibilities	  to	  the	  wildlife	  under	  
their	  care	  and	  demonstrate	  to	  the	  
Society’s	  supporters	  that	  the	  best	  
possible	  actions	  are	  being	  undertaken	  to	  
protect	  these	  creatures	  and	  that	  donated	  
funds	  are	  being	  spent	  on	  these	  activities.	  

In	  the	  words	  of	  David	  Bowman,	  Professor	  
of	  Environmental	  Change	  Biology	  at	  the	  
University	  of	  Tasmania:	  

“It	  is	  wrongheaded	  to	  ignore	  the	  
ecological	  impact	  of	  a	  long	  history	  of	  
Aboriginal	  burning.	  In	  Australia	  ecologists	  
cannot	  retreat	  to	  the	  ‘wilderness’	  to	  study	  
an	  archetype	  of	  nature	  because	  the	  
‘wilderness’	  has	  long	  included	  people.”	  

[Bowman]
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